SELECTED CHRONOLOGY OF ANTI-ASIAN POLICIES AND VIOLENCE IN THE
AMERICAS
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United States: Chinese Exclusion Act bars Chinese laborers and prohibts all Chinese
from naturalized citizenship'

Canada: Chinese Head Tax requires all Chinese to pay a tax in order to enter the country”
San Francisco, CA (May): Anti-Japanese riots

Bellingham, WA (Sept. 4): Anti-Asian riots; Indians expelled from city

Vancouver, BC (Sept. 7): Anti-Asian riots; Chinese and Japanese quarters destroyed
Canada (Jan. 8): Continuous Journey Law prohibits Indian immigration’

United States (Jan. 25) and Canada (Jan. 28): Gentlemen's Agreement with Japan limits
Japanese immigration”

Mexico (December): Immigration Act of 1908 restricts and regulates Chinese
immigration’

Mexico (May 5): Massacre of Chinese and Japanese at Torreon’

Mexico: Several Mexican municipalities pass public health regulations, segregation
provisions, and bans on interracial marriages to discourage Chinese migration and
settlement’

United States: Immigration Act establishes "Asiatic Barred Zone," prohibiting Indian
immigration®

Mexico: President cancels further immigration from China’

Mexico: The state of Sonora requires that all Chinese in the state to be registered'’
Canada: Chinese Immigration Act bars all Chinese immigration''

United States: Immigration Act excludes all Asians'?

Mexico: Migration Law of the United Mexican States requires labor contracts,
resgistration, and identification cards for all immigrants'®

Canada: Revision to Gentlemen's Agreement all but excludes Japanese immigrants'*
Mexico: The federal executive temporarily bars immigrant laborers; new labor law
requires commercial empoloyers to hire at least 90% native Mexican employees; Chinese
expelled from the country'’

Brazil: New constitutional amendment establishes immigration quotas and targets
Japanese immigration'®

Peru: Immigration Law prohibits the immigration of "racial groups" and targets Japanese
immigration'

Peru (May 13): Anti-Japanese Riots in Lima

United States (Feb. 19): President Franklin Roosevelt signs Executive Order 9066 calling
for the evacuation of all individuals of Japanese descent from the West Coast (110,000)
Canada (Feb. 24): Canada passes Order in Council P.C. 1486 requiring the evacuation of
Japanese from British Columbia (23,000)

2,118 Japanese from Peru, Bolivia, Paraguay, Uruguay, and Venezuela are deported and
interned in the United States;'® Travel and activities of Japanese in Brazil, Paraguay,
Chile and Argentina restricted. Some Japanese Brazilians relocated to inland areas.
Assets of Japanese Mexicans frozen. Some randomly detained in Mexican jails; residents
in northern states relocated to Mexico City



' The Chinese Exclusion Act prohibited the further immigration of Chinese laborers, allowed
only a few select classes of Chinese immigrants to apply for admission, and affirmed the
prohibition of naturalized citizenship on all Chinese immigrants. Act of May 6, 1882, ch. 126,
(22 Stat. 58).

* Canada restricted Chinese immigration by imposing a fifty-dollar head tax on all Chinese
laborers. The head tax was raised to one hundred dollars in 1900 and then to five hundred dollars
in 1903. An Act to Restrict and Regulate Chinese Immigration into Canada, Jul. 20, 1885, ch. 71,
1885, S.C. 207-12 (Can.); Roy, White Man’s Province, 59-63. An Act Respecting and
Restricting Chinese Immigration, Jul. 18, 1900, ch. 32, 1900 S.C. 215-21 (Can.); An Act
Respecting and Restricting Chinese Immigration, ch. 8, 1903 S.C. 105-11 (Can.).

3 This law forbade individuals who had not come by “continuous journey” from their homelands.
Since there was no direct steamship service between India and any Canadian port, the law
effectively barred Indians. The Canadian Parliament passed this order-in-council on January 8,
1908. Ken Adachi, The Enemy That Never Was: A History of the Japanese Canadians (Toronto:
McClelland and Stewart, 1991) 81.

* In the Canadian agreement, Japan voluntarily agreed to restrict the number of passports issued
to male labourers and domestic servants to an annual maximum of 400. Four classes of people
were to be permitted to enter Canada: returning residents and their wives, children and parents;
emigrants specially engaged by Japanese residents in Canada for personal or domestic service;
labourers under specifically-worded contracts approved by the Canadian government;
agricultural labourers contracted by Japanese resident agricultural holders in Canada, limited to
ten for each one hundred acres of land owned.” In the American agreement, the Japanese
Government agreed not to issue passports good for the continental U.S. to any laborers, skilled or
unskilled, but passports would be issued to "laborers who have already been in America and to
the parents, wives, and children of laborers already resident there." Ken Adachi, The Enemy That
Never Was: A History of the Japanese Canadians (Toronto: McClelland and Stewart, 1991) 81;
Foreign Relations of the U.S., 1924 (Wash., DC, 1939) 339-369, cited in Roger Daniels, The
Politics of Prejudice: The Anti-Japanese Movement in California and the Struggle for Japanese
Exclusion (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1962) 44; Seiichi Higashide, Adios to Tears:
The Memoirs of a Japanese-Peruvian Internee in U.S. Concentration Camps (Seattle: University
of Washington Press, 2000) 177.

> The law was a first attempt to regulate immigration, identified a number of prohibited classes,
and established the Mexican immigration service. Chinese or Asian immigrants were not singled
out, but with its list of prohibited contagious diseases and its requirement that ship captains
provide a detailed report on each passenger, the law's intention was to better control and restrict
Chinese immigration. (Jacques, 37-8); Robert Chao Romero, "The Dragon in Big Lusong:
Chinese Immigration and Settlement in Mexico, 1882-1940 (Ph.D. dissertation, University of
California, Los Angeles, 2003) 276-7.

6303 Chinese (out of an estimated six to seven hundred total) and five Japanese were killed.
Property damage to Chinese businesses and homes was estimated at one million dollars. Wilfley
and Bassett, Memorandum on the Law and the Facts in the Matter of the Claim of China against
Mexico for Losses of Life and Property Suffered by Chinese Subjects at Torreon on May 13, 14,
and 15, 1911 (Mexico: American Book & Print Co., 1911). 4



"Leo M.D. Jacques, "The Anti-Chinese Campaign in Sonora, Mexico, 1900-1931," (Ph.D.

dissertation, University of Arizona, 1974), 199-200

¥ The Immigration Act of 1917 required a literacy test for all adult immigrants, tightened

restrictions on suspected radicals, and as a concession to politicians on the West Coast, denied

entry to aliens living within a newly-conceived geographical area called the “Asiatic Barred

Zone.” With this zone in place, the United States effectively excluded all immigrants from India,

Burma, Siam, the Malay States, Arabia, Afghanistan, part of Russia, and most of the Polynesian

Islands (Immigration Act of 1917 (39 Stat. 874).

? In 1927, Mexico would cancel its treaty with China, which had guaranteed free. Jacques, "The
Anti-Chinese Campaign," 199-200; Evelyn Hu-DeHart, "The Chinese in Baja California
Norte, 1910-1934," in Proceedings of the Pacific Coast Council on Latin American Studies
(San Diego: San Diego State University Press, 1985-1986) 21.

' Apparently similar to the U.S. 1893 Geary Act, the Sonoran law's intent was to avoid

confusion of identification since "one Chinese looked like another." Jacques, "The Anti-Chinese

Campaign," 174/

"' The 1923 Exclusion Act completely abolished the head tax system and instead prohibited all

people of Chinese origin or descent from entering the country. Consular officials, children born

in Canada, merchants, and students were exempted. An Act Respecting Chinese Immigration,

1923. Acts of the Parliament of the Dominion of Canada (Ottawa : Brown Chamberlin, Law

Printer, 1923), Chapter 32, section 8. Library and Archives of Canada,

<http://www.collectionscanada.ca/immigrants/021017-150-e.php?uid=021017-

nlc011076&uidc=recKey> (January 11, 2007)

'2 The 1924 Act reduced the annual admissions of immigrants through a numerical ceiling and

national origins quotas established in the 1921 Quota Act. The act also prohibited any further

Asian immigration by denying admission to all aliens who were “ineligible for citizenship, (i.e.

those to whom naturalization was denied) (The Quota Act of 1921 (42 Stat. 5, section 2);

Immigration Act of 1924 (43 Stat. 153).

' The law was intended to regulate foreign immigration and to control Mexican emigration. The

registration system, for example, was required for both nationals and foreigners seeking to leave

or enter the country. The law also established immigration surveillance offices throughout

Mexico and granted greater control to the Public Health Service to reject immigrants. Chao

Romero, "The dragon in Big Lusong," 277-8.

' Canada and Japan further revised the “gentlemen's agreement” of 1907 to restrict Japanese

immigration to Canada to 150 persons annually.

' The ban on immigrant laborers was issued on July 14, 1931; the labor law was approved by

the Mexican Camara de Diputados (House of Representatives) on July 21, 1931. Beginning in

1931, vigilante groups rounded up Chinese and took them to the U.S.-Mexico border. Following

an order by Sonoran Governor Rodolfo Calles (son of the President) to dispose of their goods

and evacuate their businesses, Chinese in Sonora began to close their businesses in August of

1931. By September, the expulsion of all Chinese residents from Sonora had been accomplished.

Chao Romero, The dragon in Big Lusong," 277-280; Charles Cumberland, “The Sonora Chinese

and the Mexican Revolution,” Hispanic American Historical Review vol. 40, no. 2 (1960) 191,

203.

' Article 121 of the constitution declared that annual immigration of any foreign group would be

limited to 2% of the total number of that foreign population already in Brazil. The amendment




was clearly aimed at the Japanese. Nobuya Tsuchida, "The Japanese in Brazil, 1908-1941,"
(Ph.D. thesis, University of California, Los Angeles, 1978) 291-295.

"7 The law was passed in part out of fear that Japanese immigration to Peru would increase
following the passage of Brazil's restrictive law. June 26, 1936. Historian C. Harvey Gardiner
explains that the law contained several components: a) the annual immigration to the country
could not be greater than 16,000, which was approximately two-tenths of 1 percent of Peru's total
population; b) immigration by racial groups was prohibited. [The law did not specifically
mention Japanese, or even Asians, but the law clearly targeted Japanese;] c) foreign residents
who returned to their native lands and then desired reentry into Peru could do so only within the
established quotas; d) the law extended a previous provision (Law No. 7505) which stipulated
that only 20% of employees in all businesses and professions could be foreigners. The law and
its provisions clearly targeted Japanese, who made up the majority of immigrants then entering
Peru and whose success in business and in farming were a source of great resentment. C. Harvey
Gardiner, The Japanese and Peru, 1873-1973 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press,
1975) 38-9, 51; J.F. Normano and Antonello Gerbi, the Japanese in South America: An
Introductory Survey with Special Reference to Peru (New York: John Day Company, 1943) 77,
114-6.

'8 Eighty percent of these internees were from Peru alone, and they included Peruvian citizens by
naturalization or birth. Chile sent 283; Bolivia, 130; Paraguay, 92; Uruguay, 23, Venezuela, 24.
Daniel M. Masterson and Sayaka Funada-Classen, The Japanese in Latin America (Urbana, IL:
University of Illinois Press, 2004) 122; Edward N. Barnhart, "Japanese Internees from Peru,"
Pacific Historical Review 31:2 (1962) 171-2.



