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Desegregating Love
Transnational Adoption, Racial Reparation,
and Racial Transitional O]ojects
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Transnational adoption involves the intersection of two powerful
origin myths—the return to mother and to motherland. In this
case history of a Korean transnational adoptee, Mina, problems
relating to Asian immigration, assimilation, and racialization are
central to her psychic predicaments. Mina mourns the loss of
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Korea and her Korean birth mother as a profoundly intrasubjective
and unconscious affair. Her losses trigger a series of psychical
responses that reconfigure Freud’s notions of melancholia not as
pathological but an everyday (racial) structure of feeling and
Klein’s theories of good and bad objects as good and bad racialized
objects, as good and bad racialized mothers. Mina’s case also draws
attention to the analyst as a raced subject. The “public” fact of
the analyst’s and the patient’s shared racial difference, and the
“public” nature of the analyst’s pregnancy during the course of
the patient’s treatment, constitutes the analyst, to reformulate
Winnicott, as a “racial transitional object” for Mina. As such, Mina
“uses” the analyst to manage her envy and to transition into a
reparative position for race, one allowing her to create space in
her psyche for two “good-enough” mothers—the Korean birth
mother as well as the white adoptive mother.

Although this article may read like a single-authored essay, it
is part of an ongoing collaboration. We—a Chinese American
male humanities professor and a Korean American female
psychotherapist—discussed and wrote this case presentation and
critical commentary together. Investigating how a more
speculative humanities-based approach to psychoanalysis might
enhance and supplement its clinical applications, and vice-versa,
is crucial. In the context of race and racial difference, which
continue to remain undertheorized across various disciplinary
deployments of psychoanalysis, such a critical venture is all the
more urgent.

Transnational adoption involves the intersection of two very
powerful origin myths—the return to mother and to motherland.
In this case history of a Korean transnational adoptee, Mina,
problems relating to Asian immigration, assimilation, and
racialization are absolutely central to the patient’s psychic
predicaments. First-generation Asian immigrant parents and
their second-generation American-born children typically
negotiate problems of immigration, assimilation, and
racialization as intergenerational and intersubjective conflicts. The
transnational adoptee, however, often struggles with these issues
in social and psychic isolation. In Mina’s case, she mourns the
loss of her birth mother and motherland—a repressed past prior





























































































